
POTENTIAL EMPOWERED 

Annual Report 2019 

 

 
 

1312 N 7th Street     PO Box 1544     Garden City      Kansas      67846       Phone: (620)275-2424 
gardencity.net/bbbs     facebook.com/Big Brothers Big Sisters of Finney & Kearny Counties 



 

\ 

 

 

 

I would like to take a moment to express my warmest gratitude to you for sharing in the 

mission of Big Brothers Big Sisters.  In Finney and Kearny Counties, we served 643 

young people.  We recommitted to  making mentoring more accessible to those chil-

dren, in particular, who have  experienced exceptional struggles or may have felt       

isolated and alone.  We provided trusted adults who, every day, helped our Littles over-

come and triumph, and I am so proud of all the lives that we have impacted through 

our efforts.   

Like all our national affiliates, BBBSFKC worked diligently to both recruit mentors and 

raise the funds needed to make these Big-Little relationships possible.  Because our 

need for mentors is often more obviously apparent to some than our need for the   

funding to support those relationships, our annual report offers a behind –the-scenes 

look at just what it takes to move our efforts forward and highlights the costs along the 

way.  It articulates the story of how Big Brothers Big Sisters is both a donor driven and 

volunteer supported organization.   

I invite you to read through our report and learn more about our efforts and successes 

here in our community.   

 

 

Tammy Wilson 

CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VISION  
Our Vision is to work with parents/guardians, volunteers, and others in the 
community and hold ourselves accountable for each child achieving: higher    
aspirations, greater confidence, better relationships, avoidance of risky           
behaviors, and educational success.   

 

MISSION 
Our vision is to create and support One-to-One Mentoring Relationships that  
Ignite the Power and Promise of Youth. 

 

 

WE BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF  

MENTORING 
We believe the relationships between Bigs and Littles are life-changing and help 
prepare   children for successful futures.  We provide quality, safe mentoring  
experiences for the children and youth in Finney & Kearny Counties, their    
families, and the Bigs who mentor them.  We also believe in sharing our          
experience and expertise with other organizations and individuals looking to 
make a difference.   

 

PUTTING KIDS FIRST 
Children represent the future of our society and we are all about protecting the 
futures of children.  We must judge everything we do by its end benefit to the  
Littles we serve.  We must surround the Littles with as much positivity as      
possible.   

 

 

 

 



DEFENDING POTENTIAL 

WE BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF MENTORING 

At any hour of the day, on any day of the week, BBBSFKC is working hard 

to  provide our community’s children, who may be facing adversity, an   
opportunity to change their lives for the better.  This year we were able to 

match 256 youth with a Big in two counties.  Our around the clock      
efforts to recruit, create, and nurture these mentoring relationships—as 
well as collaborate with families, volunteers corporate partners, schools, 

staff members, and the community—happen mainly behind the scenes.   

 

 

 



VOLUNTEERS ARE THE HEART OF OUR               

ORGANIZATION! 

 

Every volunteer who enters our program is screened 

by a     multi-layered background check to ensure the safety of 

each Little.  To determine who and how they can best help, they 

then undergo an extensive interview process with a professional 

case manager (who has a minimum of a bachelor’s degree and 

are certified in Program Management through Big Brothers Big  

Sisters of America including 70 hours of training), where we  

assess the experiences, interests, and qualities of each        

candidate.   

 

LITTLES ARE THE SOUL!       

 

Littles also go through an enrollment process.  Our 

Program Manager interviews each parent and each child sepa-

rately to gain a sense of what they hope to gain from the pro-

gram.  We then write professional assessments for both the 

child and the   volunteer, taking into account common inter-

ests, goals of the child, and skills of the mentor to determine 

the best fit.  We take great care in the matching process to en-

sure the best match possible, maximizing the impact on each of 

our Littles.   

 

PROCESSING/ASSESSMENT/TRAINING COST  

PER ACCEPTED BIG:               $569 

PROCESSING COST PER ACCEPTED LITTLE:              $174 

PROCESSING COSTS MATCHING/MONTHLY   

MATCH SUPPORT/QA:                  $537       

TOTAL COST PER MATCH                       $1280   



MATCH MEETING 

During each match meeting, with the assistance of the professional        

Program Coordinator, the Big and Little set goals in the areas of: 

 Behavior 

 Academics 

 Relationships (with parents/guardians, peers, teachers, other adults), 

and 

 Self Confidence.   

These goals are designed to help Littles become college-ready and develop a 

growth mindset. Match activities are planned around the match goals.  

 

From the very beginning, the Program Coordinators 

are there.  Through the lifecycle of the match, they 

are there! 

Cost for one year of match supervision and support       

services:  $ 1,280 

 



Potential Empowered 

 
 

 

In 2019, students who were matched with a volunteer demonstrated the following:   

% of students were able to maintain their current level or showed improvement: 

98% self confidence 

97% were able to express their feelings appropriately 

97% were able to make decisions 

99% had hobbies or interests outside of school 

97% had appropriate hygiene 

97% had a good sense of the future 

98% were able to use community resources 

96% were able to use school resources 

94% performed well in school, 74% improved significantly in reading 

94% had a good attitude at school 

92% showed good school preparedness 

93% participated in class 

91% were able to maintain good behavior in classroom 

95% were able to avoid delinquency 

100% were able to avoid substance/alcohol use 

100% were able to avoid early parenting 

99% showed trust toward their teacher 

96% showed respect for other cultures 

99% showed good relationship with their family 

95% showed good relationships with peers, and 

99% showed good relationships with other adults. 

 



PUTTING KIDS FIRST 
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Surrounding the Littles with as much positivity as possible includes 

our collaboration with local businesses and USD 457 to provide     
afterschool programs where youth have a safe place to get a          
nutritious snack, exercise, learn about  careers, community           

resources, opportunities, learn new skills, receive tutoring, and   
mentoring 3 days per week afterschool.  This program serves youth 

in 5th grade to 8th grade where kids begin to engage in risky         

behaviors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the last year, we were able to provide 253 youth with this  

opportunity.   

 



 

SUMMER PLAYGROUND PROGRAMS/SUMMER           
MENTORING 

In addition, we provided  a summer playground/summer mentoring      

program at Youth Services and at Victor Ornelas Elementary.  Youth up 
to age 13 are able to attend this program that provides opportunities for  
summer reading and math skills, a nutritious lunch, exercise, learn 

about careers, community resources, opportunities, learn new skills, 
receive tutoring, and mentoring .  Older youth are able to be placed at a 

business where they can receive mentoring and tutoring at their skill 

level.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last summer, we were able to provide this opportunity for 98 local 

youth in Garden City.   



YOUNG WOMEN OF PURPOSE 

A NEW program! In the Fall of 2019, we partnered 

with the Western Kansas Community Foundation’s 

Women of Purpose to provide an opportunity for your 

women to develop life skills, careers, explore women 

in leadership, and  explore our interests related to 

possible careers.  Young women participants  learned about careers 

in Nursing, law enforcement, elder care, and insurance.  They also 

completed two community service projects making wreaths and gin-

gerbread villages to present to area assisted living and nursing 

homes.   This is a FREE program offered through a grant from the 

Women of Purpose through Western Kansas Community Foundation 

to young women 11 to 15 years old. Program meets in the JD Adams 

building south of Horace Good Middle School on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM.   

There were 28 young women served in this program in 2019 .  



 

 

 

 

From the bottom of our hearts, we would like to thank the following    

donors who all contributed to positively changing the lives of youth in 

Finney & Kearny Counties for the better, forever: 

American Warrior  

Garden City Company 

USD 457 

Finnup Foundation 

AFAC-City of Garden City and Finney County 

Finney  County United Way 

Western State Bank 

Finney County Sheriff’s Office 

Garden City Police Department 

Garden City Fire Department 

Valley State Bank 

The Clarion 

Hubris Communications 

Golden Plains Credit Union 

Finney County Diversion 

Western Kansas Community Foundation 

Henselman Trust 

Wal-Mart 

Sam’s Club 

Tyson 



 

 

 

 

 

At Big Brothers Big Sisters of Finney & Kearny Counties, we believe in the importance 

of one-to-one mentoring as a way to help young people recognize and seize the        

opportunities before them.  As the board and staff, our collective passion is simply to 

inspire young people to see the potential in themselves and use it to be successful.  It is 

a passion woven deep into our fabric, galvanized by our rich history of changing the 

lives of children since 1984.   

So many young people we serve have grown into symbols of resiliency and                

empowerment—strong,    courageous, ambitious, and determined.  Our Littles, of 

course, are not alone.  Behind each of our Littles is a Big reassuring, supporting, and 

nudging them forward.  To the children we serve, these mentors are role models, 

cheerleaders, and heroes.   

It is a pleasure to serve an organization that encourages so many young people to 

reach their full potential.  Thank you for your generous past support of our                 

organization.  As we rededicate ourselves to the important work of serving the children 

in our community, we hope we can count on your continued support.   

 

 

Jeremy Moore 

Board President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When Marisela was a young child, her mother brought her and her brother 

and sister into Big Brothers Big Sisters to get them matched up with       

volunteers.  Their family had just suffered a loss and their mom felt like it 

would be something that could help the kids get through that loss.  What 

Marisela didn’t know was the huge impact Big Brothers Big Sisters would 

make on her life and on the lives of others.   

Marisela was matched with a Big Sister volunteer Veronica Ruiz who helped 

her, talked to her, and mentored her as she was growing up.  When she 

reached the age of 18, she decided the program had helped her and her  

siblings so much, she wanted to give back.  She volunteered and was 

matched with Maritza.  Marisela in turn, helped Maritza the same way her 

Big had helped her.  Now Maritza is an adult, has graduated high school, is 

attending college and not only volunteers as a Big   Sister but has worked 

at our Summer Playground site for the last 3 years.  Looking for the         

potential in a child, and working with the child and their parent (s) to help 

them realize it, benefits the whole community. 

Marisela’s mother has also volunteered as a board member and a Big     

Sister.   

 

 

POTENTIAL REALIZED 



Generation after generation, Big Brothers Big Sisters One –to-One     

mentoring  changes lives for the better, and helps young people in our 

community realize  and optimize their full  potential for successful      

futures! 

Big Sister Veronica (seated) matched with  

Little Sister Marisela (pictured) 1998 

Big Sister Marisela (pictured) matched with Little Sister Maritza 2010 

Big Sister Maritza (on right) matched with Little Sister Alexis 2018 


