
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



GARDEN CITY HIGH SCHOOL 
2720 Buffalo Way Blvd.  
Garden City, KS 67846 

(620)805-5400 
Fax (620) 805-5615 

www.gckschools.com 
 

February 19, 2021 

 

I am writing in support of the Big Brothers Big Sisters grant application. BBBS has been very supportive of Garden City 
High School students and programs. Several of the activities that I coordinate have directly benefitted from the BBBS 
organization and staff. I greatly appreciate the BBBS staff and their willingness to lend a hand and serve students of all 
ages in the Garden City area.  

Tammy Wilson has been diligently working to provide career mentors for Garden City High School students. Our weekly 
Career Chats would not exist if she did not facilitate the contacting and scheduling of community resources. Alyssa and 
Marissa have volunteered during Garden City High School’s College Application Days and assisted seniors in completing 
their college applications. They have also arranged a group for GCHS females, Young Women of Purpose. Meeting with 
high school students weekly to mentor, encourage, and guide them is invaluable!  

Besides my work as the Career Counselor at Garden City High School, I am also the adviser for National Honor Society. 
Several of the NHS members are Big Brothers or Sisters and these experiences are positive for both the Littles, as well as 
the Bigs. Tammy has helped me find local community service opportunities for NHS. Her knowledge and connections 
expand her influence beyond the BBBS organization.  

As the demands of working in the education field continue to increase, it is extremely helpful for community 
organizations to step up and give assistance where they can. Many people say they would like to help, but very few 
actually make the connection and really do something. BBBS takes the initiative and offers real activities that are 
beneficial for Garden City youth. BBBS cares and works to not only fill the gaps, but also enrich the lives of students. I 
enthusiastically support the BBBS grant application and recommend full funding. BBBS programs and staff are important 
to the well-being of Southwest Kansas youth.  

Sincerely, 

 

Kae Lee Armstrong 

Career Counselor, Garden City High School 

620-805-5426  karmstrong@gckschools.com 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Feb 23th 2021 

 

To whom it may concern: 

The primary purpose of this letter is to extend my sincere recommendation on behalf Big Brothers Big Sisters of Finney 
Kearny Counties and Tammy Wilson. I have had the opportunity to know Ms. Wilson and work for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters as a Site Coordinator for over six years. In that time, I gotten to know Ms. Wilson and the people that worked 
within the agency well. They are a dedicated, hardworking, and caring group of people that understand the complexities 
of our diverse community and how to serve students with varying degrees of challenges in a respectful and equitable 
way.  

As stated previously, I have worked for Big Brothers Big Sisters under the guidance and supervision of Tammy Wilson 
and have had seen firsthand the amazing difference that this agency has made within this community. A few years ago, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters launched a summer learning program out of one of the local churches and although the program 
has since changed buildings, the community garden that they started is still there and has even grown in size and in the 
volunteers that tend to it.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters also contributed for many years by providing school district 457 with an organized, fun, and 
holistically structured afterschool program that not only provided academic assistance to struggling students but 
enabled students to experience social opportunities that otherwise they may not have had a chance to experience. For 
example, participating in the Christmas Parade, planning, and setting up for their yearly traditional Thanksgiving Day 
formal dinner, making cards for our elderly in rest homes and other character-building activities. Big Brothers Big sister is 
now working through a program called Young Women of Purpose to equip our intermediate and high school girls with 
skills that they will need in life and in the realm of an ever-evolving job market.   

In conclusion, the few things that I have mentioned barely scratch the surface of how this agency has helped to shape 
and transform this area into being a more uplifting and positive place for young people of any background to live. I’d like 
to state that there is no doubt in my mind that Big Brothers Big Sisters of Finney Kearny Counties is the best candidate to 
receive the grant funding that they need so that they can continue their legacy of giving hope to our students who 
ultimately are Garden City’s future. 

Please do not hesitate on contacting me at 620-430-3452 or at cwhitley@gckschools.com if you have any further 
questions or requests. 

Regards, 

Christina M. Whitley 
CSIC Teacher 
Garden City Ks, 67846 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

To Whom it may concern, 

 

I have had the pleasure and honor in working alongside the Young Women of Purpose for BBBS and would like to share 
with you some of the accomplishments of this young, women, mentoring program. 

 

The young ladies started out shy, alone (sometimes would bring a friend), and nervous.  Nervous because of their own 
middle school group and uniqueness.  They each had their own story. Some athletes, honor roll, others needing tutoring 
but most of all-they all brought to the table, the commitment to follow through and set goals!  

 

With the group the young ladies worked on projects, arts and crafts, writing letters to a young girl with cancer, sending 
her a banner, making cards for nursing home-assisted living residents then coming out to spend time, play cards, share 
snacks and see their residents for Christmas, to name a few!   Then there were guest speakers brought in to teach the 
young ladies about careers.  They included nursing, law enforcement, dispatch, nutritionist, evidence, crime scenes and 
many more!!  Oh but it wasn't always fun and games-we had school work, academics, being able to continue the 
commitment to set goals and work together. 

 

In the end these Young Women of Purpose became best friends! They were changed forever because of the 
opportunities that the Young Women of Purpose though BBBS offered them. Not only did they become empowered 
because of their new-found knowledge and learning to communicate, share, set goals, do projects while growing and 
learning to give back to the community, they also reached some of their goals.  They received a plaque from LULAC 
Council for their community service projects.  Not only did I notice their accomplishments but so did our community.  All 
these experiences changed our lives forever!! 

 

I would strongly recommend funding for this much needed program to continue. This is the first program of its kind and 
was very successful!  It was my pleasure mentoring, teaching, working with each one of our girls in helping them reach 
their goals while growing up in middle school and I look forward in following them through high school and beyond! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Sylvia Ramirez-Koehn 

GCHS Teacher 

YWOP Coordinator 

 



 


